
Talk to your children - watch TV together

Children enjoy watching TV. Talking about what you see and hear is an important skill.  Therefore,
when your children are watching TV, join them for half an hour.

This is important because you can chat to them about things they are watching as they happen.

What will my children learn about?
My children will learn new words and understand new ideas from what they are watching
They will learn how to listen, ask questions and give me their thoughts and ideas
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Read books and talk to your children about them. Children love re-reading their favourite
stories.

Ask questions about the pictures, what the characters are doing and what they think will
happen next. Talk about the words. Which words do they like the sound of and why?

If you haven't got any books at home, make up your own stories using things around the
house. Re-tell the same story and you will find that the language you use changes a little
bit each time you say it to make it better or clearer. If you speak another language at
home, tell stories in your home language. This is important for developing your children's
understanding.
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Talk to your children - with a book
What will my children learn about?

My children will learn how to  use pictures and sounds to read the words
They will learn lots of new words and understand how these build the story in your head

Talking about something
as it happens will mean
using the present tense:
(That elephant is
drinking…, These
elephants are walking …
etc.)

Or you can talk about them afterwards,
while you are having tea together.

Chatting about something that has
happened will use the past tense: (Do
you remember, the elephants saw a
hyena … They ran across the grass
…etc).


