
Punctuation
Pairs

Target vocabulary

Nouns linked to general punctuation symbols.

Language Learning Opportunities
Recognise and name different types of punctuation and where they occur.

Explain how punctuation works in a sentence.

Compare the same sentence, punctuated in different ways. Does it change
the meaning?

Additional activities:

1) Make a pile of the punctuation symbol cards. Turn over one or two. As a group, create a sentence that uses this
punctuation, recording your ideas on white boards. Then ask the children to write their own sentences using the same
punctuation.  Repeat with other punctuation examples.

2) Write down a simple sentence. Choose two or three punctuation cards. Now write out the sentence using a different
punctuation example each time if possible. Discuss how the punctuation affects each sentence. Does it change the meaning
of the words? Did the sentence need adapting or embellishing to use the punctuation? Practice saying the sentences to see
how punctuation changes how it sounds when we read aloud.

How to play.

Choose 6 - 8 matching pairs (12 -16 cards)

Before you place the cards face down on the table, show the children a matching pair, e.g. the full stop symbol
and the corresponding card with a sentence on, punctuated with a full stop, so that they know what they are
expected to match up.

Now demonstrate the game by turning over two cards at random. Read what is on the cards and talk about the
symbols and/or example you can see.  Do the symbol and example match? Discuss why or why not.

If the cards match, keep that pair. If they do not match, turn them back over.

Now ask a child to turn over two cards and discuss them.

Continue with the game until all the cards have been matched up, punctuation symbol to matching sentence.

The player with the most pairs is the winner.



Full stop A full stop
marks the end
of a sentence.

Comma

You will need
oranges,
bananas,

apples and
grapes.

Speech
marks The teacher

said, "I think
you are very

clever."

Question
mark

How fast can
you run?

Exclamation
mark



Walk!
Semi colon It was very

dark; I could
hardly see.

Colon Here are some
ideas:

Work hard
Read a lot

Apostrophe
(belonging)

Sadiq's jumper
was blue and

green.

Apostrophe
(contraction)

The car
wouldn't start

because it
didn't have any

petrol.



Dash The bird was
blue and green

- just like his
jumper.

Brackets

Chantelle was
bored (as

usual).

Ellipsis As her teacher
talked, Anna
stared out of
the window...


